
   
 

   

Aluminium beverage can recycling at new record 
high 

More than 7 out of 10 aluminium beverage cans remain in the European   
Circular Economy 
 

Brussels, 21 January 2016: The overall recycling rate for aluminium beverage cans in the European Union, 
Switzerland, Norway and Iceland increased by 1.8% to a new record level of 71.3% in 2013. European 
Aluminium considers this result an important milestone on its path towards its voluntary recycling target 
for used beverage cans of 80% by 2020. 
 
From its first introduction more than 50 years ago, the aluminium beverage can has been an integral part of the Circular 
Economy. It is infinitely recyclable without loss of its properties and its value. This makes it the ideal packaging solution 
to help achieving the new ambitious EU recycling targets proposed for the years 2025 and even 2030.  
 
Maarten Labberton, Director of the European Aluminium Packaging Group stresses the need for more efficient 
collection, sorting and recycling schemes in countries which less developed recycling infrastructure: ‘’These Member 
States can learn from best practices in the most advanced countries and should adapt these to their specific needs. 
Countries should improve existing producer responsibility schemes and move towards modern collection tools based 
on the scrap value of aluminium cans.” 
 
Through its joint awareness programme with the can manufacturers, Every Can Counts, European Aluminium is 
successfully addressing the collection and recycling of  so called “out-of-home’’ cans; cans consumed at the workplace, 
at festivals or other outdoor events. In 2015 Spain and Serbia joined Every Can Counts and more countries are expected 
to adopt this model in the near future. 
 
On the whole European continent (including other East-European countries, Russia and Turkey) more than 28 billion 
cans have been recycled. Their metal stays in the European circular economy and remains available for the production 
of new aluminium products. 
 
These collected cans represent a total amount of 400,000 tonnes of recycled aluminium. Recycling aluminium saves 
up to 95% of the energy used or the greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) emitted to produce primary aluminium. This 
means that European aluminium can recycling avoids 3.2 million tonnes of GHG, which is equivalent to the yearly 
emissions of the population of cities such as Bilbao, Cardiff, Lublin or Nice.  
 
*** 
Together with its partners in Metal Packaging Europe (MPE), European Aluminium agreed to have its annual aluminium 
beverage can recycling data reviewed by Eunomia, an independent consultancy group. Their report will be available as 
of next week on the European Aluminium website. 
The annex provides a detailed overview of can recycling rates by country. 
 
 
 

http://www.everycancounts.eu/
http://www.european-aluminium.eu/press-room/press-releases/


   
 

   

 
 

About European Aluminium: 
European Aluminium, founded in 1981 and based in Brussels, is the voice of the aluminium industry in Europe. We actively engage 
with decision makers and the wider stakeholder community to promote the outstanding properties of aluminium, secure growth and 
optimise the contribution our metal can make to meeting Europe’s sustainability challenges. Through environmental and technical 
expertise, economic and statistical analysis, scientific research, education and sharing of best practices, public affairs and 
communication activities, European Aluminium promotes the use of aluminium as a material with permanent properties that is part 
of the solution to achieving sustainable goals, while maintaining and improving the image of the industry, of the material and of its 
applications among their stakeholders. Our 75 members include primary aluminium producers; downstream manufacturers of 
extruded, rolled and cast aluminium; producers of recycled aluminium and national aluminium associations, representing more than 
600 plants in 30 European countries. Aluminium products are used in a wide range of markets, including automotive, transport, high-
tech engineering, building, construction and packaging.   
 
For further information, please contact: press@european-aluminium.eu, +32 2 775 63 63 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Croatia

Hungary

Latvia

Malta

Romania

Greece

Portugal

Cyprus

Lithuania

Bulgaria

Ireland

Slovenia

Czech Republic

France

Estonia

United Kingdom

Spain

Slovakia

Austria

Italy

Denmark

Poland

Luxembourg

Netherlands

Sweden

Iceland

Switzerland

Norway

Belgium

Germany

Finland

12
30
30

34
36
37
38

43
45

50
55

58
58

64
64
65
66

69
70

72
77

79
84

87
91
91
91

95
98
99
99

European aluminium beverage can recycling rates (2013, EU 28 + EFTA countries), data
sources: EPR schemes (Green Dots, others), Deposit Refund Systems (cans only), EUROSTAT
(metal / aluminium packaging), Industry Reports, PRN Notes (UK)


