
 

 

 
European Aluminium warns of 
Chinese imports growth and joins 
industry alliance against granting 
China Market Economy Status (MES) 
 
 
Brussels, 11 June 2015: Chinese exports of aluminium products to Europe have increased by almost 30% 

since the beginning of 2015, posing an unprecedented threat to the European aluminium industry. 

The latest trade data shows rapid growth in Chinese exports to Europe in the first four months of 2015 compared to the same 

period in 2014. In most market segments, the growth of these exports to Europe is two to three times bigger than the growth of 

Chinese exports to the rest of the world. At this rate, the volume of Europe’s imports of Chinese aluminium will exceed the 

forecasted 2 to 3% growth of European aluminium markets in 2015.  

Chinese exports are supported by a set of measures covering primary to downstream aluminium products while Chinese industry 

continue being heavily backed by state and provincial interventions 

European Aluminium believes that public intervention in China is keeping in operation many unsustainable assets and helps them 

to capture international markets. This is perceived as unfair competition and as depriving the European industry from its own 

markets recovery.  Europe needs to decisively address this matter with Chinese authorities or take serious action against unfair 

competition if we are to ensure a global level playing field. 

European Aluminium has joined AEGIS, an alliance of over 20 European associations representing key industries such as non-

ferrous metals, steel, glass and renewable energy. Together, the coalition assesses Chinese exports to Europe according to EU 

market economy criteria, and cooperates to ensure that the EU maintains its trade defence capabilities against state-backed 

dumping. European Aluminium will continue reporting on these trade developments and documenting Chinese State 

intervention in Aluminium markets, in order to contribute to the debate on the question of market economy status. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
About European Aluminium: 
European Aluminium, founded in 1981, is the association that represents the whole value chain of the aluminium industry in Europe. We 
actively engage with decision-makers and the wider stakeholder community to promote the outstanding properties of aluminium, secure 
growth and optimise the contribution our metal can make to meeting Europe’s sustainability challenges. Through environmental and 
technical expertise, economic and statistical analysis, scientific research, education and sharing of best practices, public affairs and 
communication activities European Aluminium promotes the use of aluminium as a permanent material that is part of the solution to 
achieving sustainable goals, while maintaining and improving the image of the industry, of the material and of its applications among their 
stakeholders.. 
 
For further information, please contact: Coline Lavorel, Manager Public affairs and Communications, +32 (0)2 775 63 39, lavorel@european-
aluminium.eu  
 
 

 


