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Press release: Towards a circular economy: A zero waste programme for the EU  
A step in the right direction which must follow 
realistic paths 
 
Brussels, 1 July 2014: The European Aluminium Association (EAA) welcomes the 
European Commission’s efforts to strengthen the EU waste policy framework as an 
important step forward in Europe’s transition to a circular economy. In this context it is 
also calling for achievable recycling targets and accurate definitions. 
 
”EAA welcomes the European Commission’s package and supports many of its 
flagship proposals, including the new requirements on waste exports to  combat illegal 
shipments of waste, the gradual phasing out of landfilling of recyclable waste, the 
reference to recyclability and durability in eco-design requirements, and the call for a 
better reporting of data. These are all essential conditions to achieve more ambitious 
recycling targets and to ensure a level playing field among products and materials”, 
said Gerd Götz, Director General of the EAA. 
   
“However, the industry is deeply concerned by the decision to split the packaging 
recycling target between ferrous and non-ferrous metals. This would generate extra 
and unnecessary costs as considerable investment will be required to put in place 
parallel collection and sorting infrastructure for non-ferrous metals only. Instead, 
measures must be taken to improve existing joint metal packaging recycling systems 
at much lower cost. A joint recycling target for all metals - and across whole 28 
Member States - would maximise the contribution of Europe’s industry to resource 
efficiency and optimise the use of existing joint collection systems”, Götz stated. 
 
In addition, “the EU must strive for true recycling which maximises the value of 
materials’ full life cycle. It must avoid promoting final disposal operations such as 
backfilling, which may stop the material cycle, particularly in the context of construction 
and demolition waste targets”, concluded Götz. 
 
The aluminium industry is a leading sector in recycling and resource efficiency. Aluminium 
achieves high recycling rates in key sectors such as packaging (60%), construction (95%) and 
transport (95%), without losing its physical properties regardless the number of recycling loops. 
 
For more information on EAA’s position, please read the European Aluminium 
Association’s position paper and previous statement. 
 
About the European Aluminium Association: 
The European Aluminium Association, founded in 1981, represents the whole value chain of the 
aluminium industry in Europe, from alumina and primary production to semi-finished, end-use 
products and recycling. The European aluminium industry directly employs about 255,000 
people and yields an annual turnover of 36.8 billion €. For information, please 
visit www.alueurope.eu  
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