
The aluminium content in cars grows every year 
thanks to its properties that make it appealing 
for car manufacturers:

A typical car 
recycled today 

contains 125 kg  
of Aluminium

When a vehicle reaches the 
end of its useful life it is 

delivered to an authorised 
treatment facility

The remainder of the 
vehicles is then shredded 

into small pieces so that the 
material can be sorted in 
different scrap streams. 

Normally the ferrous 
material is first removed 
by magnets separation.

The non-ferrous fractions are then 
separated and sorted with a range  

of different methods including  
eddy current , sink-float , and more 

recently sensor-based sorting .

In today’s modern plants 95% of the 
aluminium in an End of Life Vehicle is 
successfully and profitably reused or 

recycled into new aluminium products 
substituting primary aluminium.

The recycling of aluminium allows to 
reduce the energy consumption by 95% 
compared to the production of primary 
aluminium, thus representing a clear 

environmental benefit.

Making a vehicle lighter and recyclable are 
compatible goals. Using aluminium will 

contribute to making the vehicle more efficient 
through lightweighting and to ensure high 

recycling rates at  the end of life.

Hazardous and dangerous 
substances are removed

Parts that are easy to remove 
or parts that makes economic 

sense to dismantle are removed 
and sold to spare parts traders.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US 
info@european-aluminium.eu
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